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BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 
From the Baplist Magazine, (London.) 


We extract the following pleasing testimony to the character 
and conduct of one of our missionaries in the East, from an inter- 
esting work, entitled, ‘‘ Sketches of India,” just published by 
Messrs. Black and Co. and which is currently ascribed to a gen- 
tleman of no less eminence than Dr. Ainslie. 

‘* During the greater part of this fair, (at Hurdwar,) which lasted 
nearly three weeks, a Baptist missionary, (Mr. Chamberlain,) in 
the service of her Highness the Begum Sumroo, attended, and from 
an Hindostanee translation of the scriptures read daily a consider- 
able portion. His knowledge of the language was that of an ac- 
complished native ; his delivery impressive, and his whole manner 
partook much of mildness and benignity. In fine, he was such as 
all who undertake the arduous and painful duties of a missionary 
should be. No abuse, no language, which could in any way injuré. 
the sacred service he was employed in, escaped his lips. Having 
finished his allotted portion, on every part of which he commented 
and explained, he recited a short prayer, and concluded the even- 
ing by bestowing his blessing on all assembled. At first, as may 
be expected, his auditors were few; a pretty convincing proof, 
when sixty thousand people were collected, that it was not through 
mere curiosity they subsequently increased. For the first four or 
five days, he was not surrounded by more than as many hundred 
Hindoos ; in ten days (for I regularly attended) his congregation 
had increased to as many thousands.—From this time, until the 
conclusion of the fair, they varied; but never, on a rude guess, I 
should fancy, fell below eight thousand. ‘hey sat around, and lis- 
tened with an attention which would have reflected credit on a 
Christian audience. On the missionary retiring, they every even- 
ing cheered him home, with ‘ May the Padre (or priest) live for 
ever!’ 

‘‘ Such was the reception of a missionary at Hurdwar, the Lo- 
retto of the Hindoos, at a time when five lacks of people were com- 
puted to have been assembled, and whither Brahmins, from far 
and near, had considered it their duty to repair. What was not 
the least singular, many of these Brahmins formed part of his con- 
sregation. ‘hey paid the greatest deference to all.that fell from 
him; and when in doubt, requested an explanation. Their at- 
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tendance was regular, and many, whose countenances were marked, 
were even the first'in assembling. Thus, instead of exciting a tu- 
mult, as was at first apprehended, by attempting conversion at one 
of the chief sources of idolatry, Mr. Chamberlain, by his prudence 
and moderation, commanded attention; and, t have little doubt, 
ere the conclusion of the fair, effected his purpose, by converting 
to Christianity men of some character and reputation.” 

Letters have recently been received from India. The following 
is a brief outline of their contents : 

At Gomalty, the station has sustained a loss, by the somewhat 
sudden death of Manika Uhund, a valuable native brother; Krishna, 
always indefatigable, is gone thither to supply his place. Mr. W. 
Carey, and his native assistants, are proceeding with their accus- 
tomed diligence and hopeful success, at Cutwa, and various places 
in its neighbourhood. 

Similar accounts, varied by interesting details of incessant labour, 
are furnished from Jessore and Berhampore. 

The churches at serampore and Calcutta, are favoured with 
considerable additions. Much good appears likely to result in the 
latter city, from the appointment of brethren Lawson and Eustace 
Carey to the joint pastoral office there. ‘hey appear to have en- 
tered on their labours with the determination and zeal so desirable 
in the ministers of Christ. Brother Yates, who, while in England, 
evinced remarkable skill] and aptitude in the acquisition of lan- 
guages, is proceeding, under the immediate direction of Dr. Carey, 
in pursuit of these studies, and is already of considerable service 
in forwarding the great business of the translations. 

Brother Smith preaches to crowds of attentive hearers in differ- 
ent parts of Calcutta. The Sheiks in this city were greatly de- 
lighted at receiving the gospels in their Gooro-mookhee. dialect, 
putting their books on their heads, and uttering aloud their joy at 
the gift. ~ebuk-rama is indefatigable as an itinerant in his own 
village ; where Roop-dasa, a police-officer, and his family, have 
avowed their reception of the gospel. 

A pleasing instance of the effect of the instruction of youth in 
their schools, occurs in a Jetter from Tarachund, to brother Ward, 
dated Vansvariya, 29th June :—‘‘1 thank God that some of the 
school-boys are sv well acquainted with the Christian religion, 
that they overturn every word of the idolaters who visit the school, 
and explain the word of the Lord almost as well as Christians 
themselves ; which makes me to believe their conversion to be 
near. ‘They also discourse at home about religion, and read the 
Bible on sabbath and other days, Those that hear them, declare, 
that this is the true religion, and ought to be obeyed.”” The zeal 
of this worthy brother has induced him to compose a number of 
Bengalee hymns, which are to be printed. ‘‘ At the same time, 
he adds, “I hope you will pray to God, that, by his blessing, 
these hymns may be spread all over Bengal, and attract the hearts 
of the hearers toward our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
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Mr. De Bruyn appears to have been made useful, in a variety 
vf instances, among the Mugs, at ‘/hitagong, and its vicinity. At 
his first ‘‘ attempt to visit them, these uncivilized people ran up the 
mountains ; however, one of them returned, and after hearing that 
they had brought them books, and were desirous of making known 
goed news to them, the people took courage, and came round 
them ; when the gospel was read, they acknowledged that they 
were in a bad way, and that the words were good: they accepted 
of fourteen books.” 

At Silhet, several persons are waiting for baptism. By a letter 
from brethren Du Sylva and Bhagvat, ‘‘ We learn that they had 
visited Hircumbu, (a small independent state,) and had conversed 
with numbers of the inhabitants respecting the gospel. ‘ihe 
dauyhter of Rajah Govinda chundra, say they heard of our arri- 
val, and wished to hear the word; we went, and explained the 
gospel doctrines to her, with which she seemed much pleased, and 
detained us six days, during which time she read the word with 
us, and helped us various ways. At our departure, she expressed 
the highest pleasure, and told us we were the servants of the true 
God, and invited us to come every month, and stay two or three 
days, that she might well understand the Christian doctrine.” 

A pleasing work of grace has been going on at Digah, and its 
neighbourhood, principally among the British soldiers, though not 
confined to them. On this subject, a correspondent of the mission- 
aries observes, as follows: ‘* There is in the progress of religion 
in India, the same appearance as in Europe, a gradual descent of 
divine influence, like the gentle dew on the tender grass; a daily 
increasing number of people in different parts of the country, in the 
civil service, are evidently friends of the gospel ; in the army this 
attachment is more generally decided, and though the work goes 
on (comparatively) but slowly among the Heathen, this can be ac- 
counted for from the great resistance made by the civil and reli- 
gious prejudices of this people.” 

Mr. Thompson is continuing, with all his former assiduity, to 
labour in the dissemination of the gospel, in the populous city of 
Patna. A pleasing instance of the attention excited by the scrip- 
tures, occurs in his journal :—‘* Two Pundits from the city wanted 
the Sungskrit Testament ; not having it, I offered them the Penta- 
teuch, but they said, ‘ Not this book, but another, in which there 
are many good things about Jesus Christ, and good words of his, 
for we have seen and read the book at Pundit Shookrutee’s, in the 
city, at his recommendation; and when we wanted the book for 
ourselves, he refused, saying, he had obtained it with great difh- 
culty, and told us to come to you.’” 

A new station appears to have been formed at Guya, bya person 
of the name of Fowles, who had been baptized by Mr. Thompson, 
at Patna. He seems to enter into the work of the gospel with all 
his heart. ‘I preach to the Hindoos and Musselmen,” says he, 
‘‘almost every day, and am heard with much affection and atten- 
tion; some of them weep, evea like children, when J speak to 
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them of the sufferings and death of the Lord of glory; and the 
Saviour of sinners for the salvation of the elect. 

Brother John Kerr has proceeded from Ferukabad to Dehli, the 
ancient capital of India. ‘* Here,” says he, ‘* the word is heard 
with willingness and attention, much to our encouragement and 
astonishment, for we had heard that the word could not be preach- 
ed in Dehli; but 1 thank the Lord, that I now perceive the folly 
of regarding what men say, and the wisdom of hoping in him, whe 
has promised to his Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
ultermost parts of the earth for his possession.” 

—2o+-o— 
DOMESTIC. 
Extracts from the Appendix to the Fourth Report of the 

Board of Trustees of the Society for the support of the 

Gospel umong the poor, in the city of New-York. 


State Prison. Win. B d, aged 37. 


March 3.—After I had catechised the unfortunate youth in hall 5, 
passing through the middle hall, Mr. R. informed me that this man, 
then in the hall, had begged leave to speak with me. ‘This man 
t had conversed with when recently in the hospital, though now 
restored. I told him that he might speak with the utmost freedom, 
and should hope to possess a sincere feeling in his favour. He 
then gave me the following information: ‘* When I was young, 
1 was in a place where there was a revival of religion; I thought 
1 had some serious impressions concerning eternity ; but, by mixing 
. with gay company, these soon left me, and 1 fell into great snares. 

When | came here, | was so irritated that 1 was free to mix with 
those who were too much like myself. When I came into the hospital, 
and seeing so many sick and dying around me, I received the kind 
counsel you gave me. Since then, | think my mind is differently ex- 
ercised. I know 1 want a Saviour ; | refused connexions with my fel- 
low prisoners who appeared to be pardoned ; 1 have kept myselt 
alone, and have not mentioned my case to any but yourself. I hope, 
sir, you will bear while I tell you how 1 am, I fear the impressions 
on my mind are not real ; | have many thoughts which are so sinful 
that | abhor and detest them. I am, sir, in great distress, and | ask 
the favour of your advice.” ] then thought it my duty to tell him, 
that, whether his former impressions of mind were real or not, his 
present concern lay with Jesus Christ. You cannot, said 1, know too 
much of thetleceitiulness and wickedness of your own heart ; do not 
be afraid to know the worst of yourself; the more sensible as a sin- 
ner, the more welcome to the Saviour. This promise suits your case, 
- Whosoever cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out. His promise 
cannot fail, he will never deny himself. After this and other en- 
couragements, while remaining silent, he took out a handkerchiei 
irom his pocket to wipe away his tears. Having informed him 
that | should be pleased on my visit to receive any further com- 
munications from him, and giving him my best wishes, 1 embraced 
his hand and retired. It is, however, just, that } should add, tha: 
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Mr. R. gave me assurance that this man’s conduct was very exem- 
plary. 

March 10:—I found B. in the hospital, sitting on the side of his 
bed reading the Bible. It appeared to me that he was hastening 
into aconsumption. He said, ** | find my mind is more easy, and 
I have great satisfaction in seeking salvation from the Lord through 
Jesus Christ, and have some hope that he will not cast me away. I 
have just been reading the Lord's prayer, and I think, sir, that a 
man in a state of nature cannot pray it; it belongs to disciples, 
such as have grace.” I told him that it gave me satisfaction that 
he knew the difference between nature and grace, and I hoped 
that he would soon enjoy the comfort of knowing God as his father 
in Christ. T opened to him some of the petitions contained in that 
prayer, and naming this: ‘* Forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give them that trespass against us ;” he replied, ‘* | am ready to 
ask forgiveness of all that I have ever injured, | have no malice to 
any one ; | have no one to blame but myself; and | was justly sent 
here for my own sins.” 

24. To-day I had but a few minutes with this man ; his health 
was materially better, and he was to leave the hospital and go to his 
work in the yard to-morrow. He informed me that his mind was 
much relieved, and hoped he should yet gain more satisfaction and 
evidence of God's grace to him. 1 gave him liberty to send for 
me whenever he should wish conversation, for which he was very 
thankful, and we parted. 

Apri! 21.—W. B. was again in the hospital. Asking him of the 
state of his mind, he replied, J know that my Redeemer liveth : 
which was the text on which I preached in the. chapel last Sunday 
morning. J} told him that it was a great thing to be confident in the 
Lord ; he replied, ‘‘ I know it, sir, but God has given me such 
confidence : | know that my Redeemer liveth, and therefore I live, 
and though worms destroy my body in the grave, I shall live with 
him for ever; I am resigned, and happy in my Redeemer.” 

This man lingered about a month, enjoyed much of the sensible 
presence of the Lord, and departed with that serene countenance 
tew possess in their last moments. 
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Avms-Hovse. 1 Drunkard reclaimed. 

February3, 1816. Aman about thirty years of age, extremely 
emaciated, called upon me this morning, and asked permission to 
communicate to me the painful state of his mind, and to receive my 
advice. After having assured him that he might indulge pertect 
ireedom, he gave the following relation of himself :— 

‘*{ have been well educated, and was introduced as a clerk into 
a respectable compting house. More than this, I thought I enjoyed 
religion for some time ; but I was decoyed into company of a con- 
trary cast, and thereby induced to drink too freely. In the war I 
entered as a soldier, and had my station on Governor’s Island, 
where greater temptations to strong drink soon made me worse. 
©n the arrival of peace | was dismissed from the public service, 
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and procured a place as clerk, but was incapable of holding my 
station. Having neither money nor friends, | was obliged to take 
shelter in the Alms-House. While there I became subject to vio- 
lent fits; still, at every opportunity I would get out, and raise 
every method to procure ardent spirits. At this time I really 
thought the devil had full possession of my body and sonal; and, 
in the night, as well as in the day, I had the most terrifying re- 
presentations before my eyes. One evening hearing the people 
in the ward say that they were going down stairs to attend your 
Jecture, 1 ventured to go with them. Your discourse was on the 
mercy and power af Christ to save sinners ; which exactly suited 
my case, and I went back to my room and prayed to the Lord to 
show pity upon my wretched soul and body. Since then I have 
been under a dreadful apprehension that I have committed the un- 
pardonable sin against the Holy Ghost, and therefore shall not be 
forgiven” 

Reflecting on this man’s wretched case, I endeavoured to lay 
before him, from the word of God and reason, the dread{ul nature 
and consequences of sin in general; and particularly that of the 
fatal evil of intemperance. I attacked the strong hold of this his 
besetting sin, as the cause of his misfortunes ; stating to him, that 
if he lived and died in it, bis future misery was inevitable, that 
God had branded this sin more than many others, because it was 
ap abuse of his providential favours ; it prostrated the rational 
powers, and turned the man into a state far below the brute crea- 
tion, rendering him far more capable of greater crimes, and com- 
mitting the most atrocious acts of outrage upon himself and others. 
I directed him to the blood of Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all 
stus ; for his encouragement and hope, | cited and explained to him, 
Micah vii. 16, 17. by which the man seemed much affected. 1 
then directed him to Mark xix. 29. ‘* This kind can come forth by 
nothing but by prayer and fasting.” As to his apprehension that 
he had committed the unpardonable sin against the Holy Ghost, I 
assured him that it could not be true, if be dreaded the consequen- 
ces, as all such persons were given up to hardness and blindness 
of heart: especially, if in his heart be could say with David in the 
31st Psalm, ‘‘ Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salva- 
tion, and uphold me with thy free Spirit.” I then concluded by 
saying, that although few drunkards ever reclaimed themselves, 
and none when the habit was rooted ; yet the grace of Christ was 
fully sufficient to do that for him which he could ‘not accomplish 
for himself. 

He not only acknowledged the justness of these remarks, but ex- 
pressed his desire that God would look upon him in mercy, and 
restore his body and soul, After soliciting my prayers for him, he 
respectfully retired. 

About two months after this I met the man in the street ; he as- 
sured me that he had not tasted one drop of ardent spirits since he 
visited me, and that he hated it as poison; he had left the Alms- 
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House, and obtained a decent employment, and felt with gratitude 
the restoring mercy of his God and Saviour. Very recently I in- 
quired of the person in whose house this man resides, and was 


happy on being informed that he is eminent for sobriety, virtue, 
and religion. 


a — 
Exiract from the First Report of the New-York Sunday School 
Union Society, for the year ending February, 1817. 

Immediately after the organization of the Society, schools were 
established in different parts of the city, and multitudes of unedu- 
cated children and adults collected into them. The design was 
prosecuted with so much energy, that twenty-three schools were 
opened before the first Quarterly Meeting. ‘hese schools, con- 
ducted by about 50 Superintendents and 170 Teachers, compris- 
ed more than 2000 learners; of which number, about one tenth 
part were adults, and one fourth part people of colour. 

In the three months preceding the second quarterly meeting, 
three new schools were instituted, and considerable additions were 
made to the number of teachers and learners. 

Two more schools were formed before the termination of the 
third quarter, making 28 schools, including, at the last mentioned 
period, no less than 3000 scholars. 

‘I'he reports received from the Managers of the el at these 
quarterly meetings, afforded most ample and gratifying evidences 
of the utility and importance of the undertaking ; and particularly 
of the visible improvement witnessed in the personal appearance 
and the behaviour of the scholars, and of their rapid progress in the 
attainment of knowledge ; nor were there wanting testimonies that 
several of them had, to appearance, been savingly benefited through 
the instrumentality of Sunday School instruction. in short, the 
beneficial effects of these institutions were shown to have been 
experienced by families and neighbourhoods, and to be notorious 
on the slightest observation of the streets, particularly on the Lord’s 
day. ' 

At the fourth quarterly meetinz, which touvk place on the third 
day of the present month, it appeared that the number both of 
teachers and learners had been somewhat augmented, notwith- 
» ‘ing the inclemency of the season; and that much had been 
gained in point of regular and punctual attendance. The Reports 
were unanimous in testifying to the diligence of the learners, the 
interest with which they engaged in their tasks, the solicitude with 
which they listened to religious instruction, the salutary influence 
wrought on their dispositions and conduct, and the various happy 
effects of the schools upon children and parents. Not a few im 
stances were specified of children having become hopefully pious 
in the schools, whose subsequent conduct had confirmed the favour- 
able impressions entertained respecting them; amd, one ‘or two, 
who have been taken from this world, manifested, in their last 


hours, a deep sense of religion and an humble cenfidence in the 
Saviour. 
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It should be observed of the children received into these schools, 
that a large proportion of them were never before favoured with 
any literary or religious instruction ; and those who had learned to 
read, for the most part, knew nothing of their moral obligations 
and duties. The wretched circumstances and deplorable igno- 
rance of many of them, were such as might affect any heart. Could 
the Society look into the retreats of indigence and vice, from which 
numbers of scholars have been collected, no language employed to 
describe their situation would be thought extravagant. The off- 
spring of parents who have themselve trod the paths of ignorance 
and depravation, they were nursed in the lap of irreligion, and 
educated by examples of iniquity. Yet, from the most hopeless 
abodes of immorality and want, the efforts of kindness and com- 
passion have gathered many learners into the Sunday Schools, 
whose improvement in manners and appearance, in learning and 
temper, have frequently gained the commendation of their teachers. 

On the other hand, a very considerable proportion of the chil- 
dren in these schools belong to industrious and reputable parents, 
who have repeatedly expressed their sense of the good effects of 
the institution, and tendered their thanks for the benefits conferred 
upon their families. 

The influences and results produced by Sunday School instruc- 
tion are every where the same, and they are the more conspicuous 
from the character and circumstances of those taught. To detail 
the instances of extraordinary improvement in knowledge, and of 
melioration in manners and temper, or of salutary impressions upon 
companions and relatives, which have occurred in the schools con- 
nected with this Union, would be inconsistent with the proper 
limits of a Report. But the Committee feel it incumbent on them 
to present some view of the economy of these schools, and of their 
relative advantages of usefulness. 

Whatever may be the character or situation of the learners, the 
object of the Sunday School system is to impart a sound religious 
education ; to afford the best means of moral and religious improve- 
ment, accompanied by good examples and the strongest motives to 
sobriety, industry, and the formation of good habits. In a word, 
Sunday Schools are adapted to confer such an education as might 
be attained in pious and well regulated families, where the heart 
and the practice, the interests of this life and of that which is to 
come, are properly regarded. This object sufficiently indicates 
what must be the general character and dispositions of those who 
teach. *'The schools, generally, are assembled twice every Sun- 
day, and opened by some religious exercises, of which singing, in 
which the scholars are taught to join, usually ferms a part. The 
scholars are arranged in classes of 6 or 8 to a teacher, each teacher 
having the names and places of residence of those committed to his 
care. By a course of kind and affectionate treatment, the teacher 
gains the confidence and love of his pupils, while he becomes 
more deeply concerned for their welfare. They soon regard him 
as their friend ; they listen to his inculcations, respect his person 


Annual Report of N. Y. Sunday School Union Society. 393 


and examples, and display an ingenuous forwardness to meet his 
wishes. ‘The lessons used in the schools, being those compiled 
for the London Sunday School Union, are happily suited to the 
object in view. ‘They are expressed in Scripture language, and 
comprise sketches of sacred history, while they exhibit the pre- 
cepts and promises of the Bible, and teach the personal and rela- 
tive, as well as the moral and religious duties of men. ‘To these, 
which are contained on sheets and in spelling books, succeed the 
Scriptures themselves, which are read and recited by the higher 
classes. ‘Che instructions which they receive are calculated te 
impress on the learners a deep sense of moral obligation and ac- 
countability. They are taught to reverence the day divinely set 
apart for religious purposes, and to associate with their regard for 
it those sentiments and feelings which always exert a powerlul 
restraint upon human conduct. With the impressions which they 
may have gained in school they go to places of public worship, and 
once a month the children of many of the schools and their parents 
are met in the school room by a minister, with a particular view to 
their religious edification. Besides these attentions, the learners 
are frequently favoured at their dwellings with visits from the 
teachers, designed to promote their moral and social welfare. 
Here they are often found employed at their lessons, or reading to 
their untaught parents, and sometimes engaged in acts of devotion. 
By associating with those whom they respect and love, and by be- 
ing governed and instructed at school, they become decile and 
affectionate at home. The parents soon take an interest in them 
which they never felt before. Pleased with the decent appearance 
which is required on their admission into school, as well as with 
their better conduct, their advancement in learning and the regard 
shown for them by others, they are generally disposed to co-ope- 
rate in a work which so much affects the comfort and the hopes 
of themselves and their offspring. 

Among the benefits of the Sunday School system, the Committee 
would be wanting in fidelity should they omit to notice those which 
relate to the teachers. The duties of their office are,such as obvi- 
ously tend to the improvement of their whole character ; and es- 
pecially, as they require the exercise of every good affection, they 
are suited to promote their spiritual interests, to assist their pro- 
gress in the divine life, and to enlarge their capacity of usefu!ness 
and of happiness. Besides these effects upon those who entered 
the schools of this Union, under the influence of experimental pie- 
ty, the Committee are bound, with gratitude and praise to God, to 
state, that consequences still more important have resulted to va- 
rious other teachers, who, while endeavouring to explain to their 
pupils the doctrines and duties of religion, have been strongly im- 
pressed with their own need of divine illumination and forgiveness ; 
and whose convictions and anxieties have issued in their hopeful 
conversion to the love of God, and the faith and obedience of the 
iospel. Occurrences of this nature, familiar as they are in the 
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history uf Sunday Schools, merit to be thankfully recorded, and had 

in lasting remembrance. 

In pursuance of a measure suggested in the Constitution, the 
Committee, at an early period, appointed a number of gentlemen 
visitors of the schools ; an office which the experience of foreign 
Sunday Schools had proved to be of much importance. With 
these gentlemen, several others have since been associated. ‘The 
schools have been visited as regularly as circumstances would per- 
mit; and the “‘ommittee have reason to believe that material bene- 
fits have resulted from this service. 

 _+o 
JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 
OBI} UARY. 

The dying exercises of Susannah Wright, laie of Weekly, near K et- 
tering, a child under 12 years of age, in a letter from her mother 
to the late Rev. A. Fuller. 

Dear and honoured Sir, 

Ir is with a mournful pleasure that I attempt to write a few of 
the exercises of my dear child, and with fear and trembling, as it 
is so near to myself, Jest after all we should be mistaken in so im- 
portant an affair as the salvation of an immortal squl! but I will 
endeavour to write this in the fear of the Lord, who knoweth all 
hearts. 

The day after you visited her, which was, ! think, on May the 
14th, her disorder produced a very alarming effect, so that her life, 
to all appearance, could be but short ; she seemed to be much af- 
frighted, and i hope prayed to the Lord for a pardon of her sins, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Her father prayed with her, and 
after he had done, she said, ‘1 wish Mr. F. was here, I should like 
to see him.’ I asked her whether she thought much of what you 
said when you were here ; she said, ‘ Yes, I do think of one thing 
in particular, viz. That it was no small thing that brought down 
the Lord of life and glory into this world, to suffer and die. There 
must be something very offensive in the nature of sin against a 
Holy God.’ 

About a week after, she seemed more concerned about the state 
of her soul, and said to me, ‘Oh! mother, I want { want ? 
and made a pause ; I said, my dear what do you want? Sh: said, 
‘To be prepared for another and a better world.’ | asked her 
whether she had no encouragement to hope that the Lord would 
have mercy upon her? she said ‘I don’t know.’ I then reminded 
her of a passage of Scripture which she had often repeated, and 
which had been encouraging to her, viz.—Matthew xi. 28, ‘‘ Come 
unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will ive 
you rest.”” And I added, that though we changed, yet the Lord 
changed not. She then repeated a part of the 119th Psalm. 

O that the Lord would ruide my ways, 
To keep his statutes still : 


O that my God would grent me grace, 
To know and do his will. 
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The following hymn very much affected her : 


Lord, teach a little child to pray, 
‘hy grace betimes impart, 
And grait thy Holy spirit may 

Renew my infant heart. 


A sinfui creature I was born, 
And trom the womb I stray’d: 

I must be wretched and forlorn, 
Without thy mercy’s aid. 


Bu: Che?st can all my sins forgive, 
And wash away their stain ; 





And fit my soul with him to live, 
And in his kingdom reign. 


To him let litule children eome, 
For he hath said they may, 

His bosom then shall be their home, 
Their tears he’ll wash away. 


For all who early seek his tace, 
Shall early taste his love ; 

Jesus shall guide them by his grace, 
To dwell with him above - 





Sometimes she was very cheerful, considering the singular na- 
ture of her affliction, and would often say it was nothing to what 
she deserved, as a sinner against a Holy God: and often begged 
tor patience to bear what the Lord’s pleasure was towards her, 
which i think she had, to the astonishment of many who saw her, 
as she was scarcely ever heard to utter a murmuring word. 

One evening, a few days after tis, she broke out in an astonish- 
ing manner, in expressing the wonderful love of Christ, in coming 
into the world to die for poor lost sinners. ‘Oh!’ said she, J 
never saw such preciousness i» a Saviour before as | do now, Oh ! 
bless the Lord for such a Saviour, for now | see that [ am a poor 
lost sinner!’ She continued for some time exclaiming, ‘ Oh! the 
wonderful love of God, in providing such a suitable Saviour !’ and 
then added, 


* Now will I tell to sinners round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found ; 
Ill point to thy redeeming blood, 
And say, Behold the way to God.’ 


‘ Now,’ said she, ‘ I hope I can bless the Lord for this affliction, 
and say with David, ‘* It is good for me to have been afflicted.” 
She spoke much of Christ, of his tenderness as a Shepherd, and 
gathering the lambs in his arms. She seemed to have entarged 
views of the last judgment, and said, ‘Oh! what a mercy wii it 
be at the great day, when God shal! come to judge the worid, to 
hear him say, ‘* Come ye blessed of my father ;” but oh! what an 
awful sound to hear him say, ‘* Depart ye cursed into everlasting 
fire ;’ Oh! that word *‘ for ever, for ever,’ how dreadful! She 
then repeated the following lines : 


When thou my righteous Judge shall come 
To fetch thy ransom’d people home ; 
Shall I among them stand ? 
Shall such a worthless wretch as I, 
Who sometimes am afraid to die ; 
Be found at thy right hand? 


She would often desire her sisters to remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth. The vanity of woridly things, and their 
unsatisfying nature in a dying hour. 

On Whit-Monday a friend came to see her, and asked her how 
she did. She replied, ‘f want to praise the Lord, but cannot ;’ 
and then added. 
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‘1 would, but cannot sing ; 
I would, but cannot pray ; 
For Satan tempts me when I try, 
And frights my svul away,’ 

But she seemed to be set at liberty, and spoke much within a 
few hours afterwards. Being visited by some young people, she 
warned them of the uncertainty of health and strength—‘ You,’ 
said she, ‘ may soon be cut down and laid low upon a bed of afilic- 
tion, as fam; and then what good will all these things do you.’ 
‘To others who called to see her, she said it was a happy Whitsun- 
tide to her, she hoped, for she felt very comfortable in her soul, 
and said she would not wish to get well again, lest she should sin 
against the Lord. ‘ I wished, said she, ‘ to have scen Mr. F. once 
more, I could now talk to him better than [ did before.’ She con- 
tinued that night very comfortable, and prayed to be made fit for 
another and a better world. She said, 

* Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are, 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.’ 
She then repeated several passages of Scripture, and added, ‘ this 
It should like to have for my funeral text, ‘* Having a desire to de- 
part and be with Christ, which is far better.” She often repeat- 
ed a verse in the 17f{h Psalm :-— 
This life’s a dream, an empty show! 
But the bright world to which I go 
Hath joys substantial and sincere ; 
When shall I wake and find me there? 

‘ | now can bless the Lord for good parents,’ said she, ‘ and for 
good instruction : | have often heard my father’s instructions, and 
have been affected with them, and good sermons; but | fear, like 
many more, they have been too soon Jost among the trifles of this vain 
world! but now [see the happiness of these who are delivered from it.’ 

For some days after this she said but little, only begged that she 

might have patience to wait the Lord’s time, which she said was 
the best. 1 sometimes could not help weeping over her in her 
singular affliction, ‘My dear mother, she wouid say, ‘ do not 
grisve ; ** The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away, and blessed 
be the name of the Lord.’”—I hope we shall meet in another and 
a better world, where there is neither sin nor sorrow.’ A day or 
two afterwards she said, ‘ Mother, do you think I shall be found 
ight at last ”’ and seemed to be fearful; I said yes my dear, I 
hope you will ; 1 hope you desire to be made holy as well as hap- 
py. ‘I hope Ido,’ said she, ‘and trust the Lord will make me 
meet for himself.’ 

Though her affliction was very great and singular, yet we trust 
it was mixed with great and singular mercy to her soul, 

On Saturday, 7th of June, in the evening, she prayed in an 
affecting manner, with a loud and audible voice, particularly and 
distinctly for us all ; and afterwards death seemed fast approaching, 
ond she became very resiless, which continued till ‘Luesday 
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morning about two o’clock, when, with faltering lips and sweet af- 
fection, she bid us all farewell! and in about ten minutes departed, 
in the 12th year of her age, on the 16th of June, 1800. 
—s +c 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 

Extract of a Letter from the Pastor of the Church of Owasco, (N. Y.) to a 

friend in this City, dated January, 1817. 

(Communicated for the Christian Herald. } 


Before I proceed to give you an account of the blessed work 
among us, | will observe that, generally, my people have paid 
special attention to the external means, and at almost every ad- 
ministration of the Lord’s Supper more or less have been added to 
the Church, and particularly in the congregation of Owasco. This 
refreshing from the Lord commenced soon after our sacramental 
season, about the middle of January, 1816, when seventeen per- 
sons were added to the Church in Owasco. ‘This number was 
rather unexpected, and produced a more than ordinary excitement 
in old christians, who generally before this had lain in a state ot 
spiritual torpor. Conferences were much better frequented, and I 
could observe a material change both in numbers and attention on 
the Sabbath. Nothing of importance occurred till in February, 
when I visited a few families in one corner of the congregation 
bordering on the Skaneateles lake, whom I had omitted in the fall. 
When on this tour, I heard of two or three young persons who had 
lately become very thoughtful. I preached in that neighbourhood 
in the evening, to a crowded house, and to an audience peculiarly 
attentive. From the consideration that there were a few under 
serious impressions, | concluded it was my duty to pay some 
particular attention to this part of the congregation, and I con- 
sequently appointed another lecture on the ensuing week, when I 
preached to a numerous assembly, many of whom appeared much 
affected. After divine service, I took an opportunity of convers- 
ing with a number, and to my astonishment found not less than 
thirty persons, (mostly young,) under the most pungent convic- 
tions. I appointed another lecture the next week at the same 
place, when | preached to a very thronged assembly, and almost 
every person present appeared to be in tears. This 1 considered 
a solemn meeting. After service, I took occasion to converse, 
and found some under the most awful apprebensions of their guilt 
and wreichedness, while others were rejoicing in the hope of the 
Gospel. ‘I'his circumstance induced me to propose to my con- 
sistory the appointment of a meeting for the examination of such 
as felt the freedom of offering themselves for church-membership. 
By this time the flame had extended to other sections of the So- 
ciety, and almost every day new cases occurred ; conferences were 
unusually thronged ; God’s children were awake to their best in- 
terest ; additional places for meeting were appointed, and gene.- 
rally crowded. It was determined by the consistory, that we 
should have an extra administration of the Lord’s Supper on the first 
Sabbath in March. On the preceding ‘Thursday we met for the 
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examination of those who might offer; when sixty-seven were ex- 
amined and admitted. From the opportunity I had had of free 
conversation before this day, | knew of several who had obtained 
a comfortable hope, but had not offered themselves. ‘The consis- 
tory agreed, that it would be proper to give these latter an oppor- 
tunity of coming forward on Saturday after the preparation ser- 
mon was preached, when thirty-four persons more were admitted 
to church membership, making in the whole one hundred and one. 
As several young persons from the Sandbeach congregation were 
present at the examination, these returned home deeply affected. 
{ will here observe, that this society had generally remained in a 
state of spiritual stupor; but the news of the large accession to the 
church of Owasco, together with the impressions made on the minds 
of those before-mentioned, operated like an clectrical shock ; the 
flame spread with a rapidity unequalled by any thing | ever 
before witnessed. In the course of a few days there was scarcely 
a family in the neighbourhood, where there were not some, more 
or less, under serious impressions ; and in some families, all who 
were not « hurch members were anxiously inquiring what they 
should do to be saved. Under existing circumstances, | concluded 
jt was my imperious duty to pay particular attention to this part 
of my charge. Conferences were appointed for every evening in 
the week except Saturday evening. On these | was obliged to 
attend, and in the most of them to lecture. I appointed one 
evening in the week to meet for religious conversation in the 
neighbourhood. ‘This meeting I found peculiarly serviceable. It 
had a happy tendency to give freedom to many, who were before 
backward to open the state of their minds; and many received 
not a little encouragement in hearing the state of others. My time 
was now wholly occupied in visiting from house to house, and 
attending upon those who came for instruction. For four weeks 
there was nothing attended to in my house of a worldly nature but 
what was absolutely necessary to keep soul and body together. 

On the second ~abbath in May, was our sacramental Sabhath 
in the Sandbeach Church. ‘The Thursday and Saturday preced- 
ing we appointed for examination, when seventy-one were admit- 
ted to the communion of said Church. 

We will now return to the Owasco Congregation. By this time 
the work had spread through almost every section of the society. 
Whole neighbourhoods, in which there was not a house but there 
were more or less deeply impressed ;—some, indeed, rejoicing im 
the free salvation of the Gospel, while others were crying out, 
‘ What shall we do to be saved?’ I am ready to believe there was 
not a sermon preached, but it had the happy tendency either of 
comforting or awakening some present. ‘There was scarcely a 
day past but I heard of new cases. It truly appeared as if satan’s 
kingdom was about to be wholly demolished among us. 

‘I'he second Sabbath of July was the day for the commemora- 
tion of the Supper of our Lord in the Owasco Church ; the Thurs- 
day previous we met for examination, when ninety-three persons 
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were admitted ; but in consequence of my indisposition, the sacra- 
ment was deferred a fortnight longer. ‘The ‘Thursday preceding 
we examined and admitted thirty-seven more, making one hun- 
dred and forty, besides several by certificate. On the third Sab- 
bath in October, we admitted in the Sandbeach Church, on exami- 
nation, fourteen persons. On the third Sabbath in January, 1817, 
in the church of Owasco, we received nine. In the whole, in one 
year, we have added to our Churches 351. IJ have every reason 
to believe, there are a number more in each of those congregations, 
who are seriously inquiring the way to Zion, while there are others 
who have at times a comfortable hope. However, the work is 
evidently on the decline, yet I have reason to rejoice ; the Churches 
are generally crowded and conferences well attended. it would 
gladden your heart to be present with us on a communion occa- 
sion, to see upwards of two hundred dear youth approaching the 
table of the Lord with evident tokens of deep humility and so- 
lemnity, highly appreciating, we trust, the worth of their precious 
souls. God the Spirit, in this refreshing from his presence, has 
operated differently on the minds of sinners from any thing { ever 
witnessed before. I think { may freely say, that in relation to 
three fourths of those who have been the subjects of this revival, 
the time between their first alarm, and their being set free in the 
liberty of God’s children, has not exceeded two weeks ; and respect- 
ing some, not more than half that time. One circumstance 1 think 
worthy of notice,—a conference was appointed; a man in the 
neighbourhood, who had previously spoken disrespectfuNy of the 
work, was with difficulty prevailed upon by his wife, (who is a 
woman of piety,) to attend this conference. During the singing 
of the last psalm, he was awakened to a sense of his deplorable 
state. This was on Thursday afternoon. On Friday morning, 
{ called to see him, and a more distressed object can scareely be 
conceived of. On Saturday morning, he was was as happy a per- 
son as | almost ever beheld, rejoicing in the government of God, 
and fully entering into God’s plan of savimg sinners through the 
meritorious righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

Another instance of an aged sinner, threescore years and ten, 
whose days have been wholly occupied in accumulating wealth, 
was awakened to a sense of his danger by a sudden death in his 
family, and in the course of a few days, was made to rejoice in 
the glorious hope the Gospel presents. 

The whole of this revival has been perfectly free from noise or 
an enthusiastic spirit; nay, while distress and anguish of heart 
was depicted in their countenances, they would strive to keep it 
concealed from others, till constrained to apply for direction. 

In the commencement of this good work of the Lord among us, 
many aged Christians were led to doubt the genuine nature of the 
work, on account of the sudden transition of many from darkness to 
light, while others were ready to cast away their hepe ; thus, while i 
has had the happy tendency of convincing some, that the Almigh- 
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ty works like himself, it has proved a sifting time to others. It ie 
with peculiar sensations of joy I notice, that few, very few, of those 
who have been the subjects of this revival but appear sensible of 
their utter unworthiness and inability, that by grace free and sove- 
reign they are saved, and that not of themselves, it is the gift of 
God. 

At least three fourths of those that have been added within the 
time before specified, are between the age of nine and twenty-five, 
and perhaps nearly an equal number of both sexes: I think I may 
venture to say, that in the Owasco congregation, which consists of 
nearly two hundred families, there are not twenty families in which 
there are not more or less praying persons, and there are several 
instances in both societies, where every branch of the family give 
evident tokens of a change of heart. Many of those young con- 
verts promise fair to be peculiarly useful to the Church of Christ. 
They manifest sincere humility, confident reliance on the all- 
sufficient merits of a risen Redeemer, and a heart glowing with the 
warmest affection to his cause and interest in the world. Upon 
the whole, of what our eyes have seen, our ears have heard, and 
our hands have handled, of the words of eternal life in this blessed 
accession to our churches, while we have the greatest cause of re- 
joicing, we have at the same time sufficient reason for the deepest 
humility and gratitude. May the great King and Head of the 
Church keep us empty, low, and dependent, that we may be filled 
with the fulness of God. 

The doctrines I have endeavoured to bring to view since 
my settlement among this people, have been the sovereignty of 
God, embracing that of particular election ; the total depravity of 
man, evidenced by the enmity of the human heart to God; and 
the complete indisposition of the mind to relish the free salvation of 
the gospel ; the regeneration of the soul by the invincible opera- 
tions of God the Spirit, consisting in a full submission of the heart 
to God as moral Governor of the world; saving faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, or a cordial acceptance of Him as the only way of 
recovery for lost, ruined man; entire dependence on the free grace 
of God in Christ, and a walk and conversation corresponding with 
the holy religion of Him who came to redeem us from all iniquity, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him in love. 

These doctrines, I trust, have been singularly owned and blest 
with us; and ! moreover believe that these are the only doctrines 
that will tend to stain the pride of all human glory, cause the sin- 
ner to take his proper place, and give all the glory to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. 

COANROD TEN EYCK. 
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